Immunolocalization of fibronectin and other macromolecules of the intercellular matrix in the striated muscle fiber of the adult rat.
The distribution pattern of fibronectin, laminin and type IV collagen in the striated muscle fiber of adult rat was studied using immunofluorescence staining and electron microscopy. The results indicate that fibronectin as well as laminin and type IV collagen precisely delineate each muscle fiber. Fibronectin is present on the sarcolemma extending from the cell membrane to the intercellular collagen fibers beyond the basal lamina lucida externa. This suggests a role for fibronectin in making contact between the cell membrane and the intercellular matrix.